
Michael Golden 
 
 I am seeking election as a Trustee to the Great Neck Board of Education, for a seat held so admirably and with such 
distinction by Lawrence Gross for over three decades. It is a daunting task, but I feel I have the experience and qualifications to serve 
on the Board. 
 
 I moved to Great Neck in 1986 with my wife, Joan, our son, Andrew, four years old at the time, and our newborn daughter, 
Lauren, primarily so that our children could enroll in the Great Neck Public Schools. It was a move we have never regretted. Our 
children, both graduates of South High School, were beneficiaries of a wonderful education. 
 
 I started teaching in Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, in 1970, an underprivileged area where teaching was quite a challenge, 
with large class size and few resources. I taught in various Brooklyn schools until 1985;  it was, for me, a difficult but invaluable 
experience. It taught me how to teach under the most challenging of circumstances, and to better understand the needs of students 
who come to school with multiple problems and disadvantages. 
 
 In 1985 I was fortunate to get a job teaching fifth grade at the Lakeville School. It was, at the beginning, something of a 
culture shock; I was amazed at the relatively small class size and abundance of services and resources provided by the schools. That 
initial experience led me to move into the community (in my case just a few blocks, from our previous residence in Little Neck) so 
that my children could have the advantage of a Great Neck education. 
 
 While at Lakeville, I felt that many students with high aptitude in math were not being sufficiently challenged by the 
curriculum. With the encouragement of Barbara Raber, the principal at the time, I devised an after-school math enrichment course 
for qualified fifth graders, designed to enhance problem solving and mathematical reasoning skills. I taught that class for over 20 
years, even after I moved on to South Middle School in 1989. While at Lakeville I also chaired a district-wide task force in math 
problem-solving, creating a math problem-solving curriculum for the district’s elementary schools. I also was in charge of the Math 
Olympiad program at Lakeville.  
 
 After four rewarding years at Lakeville I decided to take on a new challenge, and moved on to South Middle School, where I 
taught until I retired in 2010. At South Middle I taught sixth grade English, math, and social studies, and was involved in numerous 
committees and task forces, including selection committees and curriculum development committees. I chaired the Building 
Representative Committee (BRC) for ten years, often mediating issues between administration and staff. I was involved in staff 
development, giving inservice courses in writing, math enrichment, and educational technology. I’ve taught summer school courses 
in math enrichment, continuing after my retirement. I’ve attended numerous conferences and workshops, and gave presentations 
twice at LIMACON, the largest math conference on Long Island.  
 Since my retirement in 2010, I’ve continued my association with the Great Neck schools, subbing in almost all the schools at 
just about every grade level and subject area. I enjoy the diversity as well as the interaction with students, as well as getting to know 
the staff and administration of the different schools. For the past three years I’ve been elected president of the per diem chapter, 
and negotiated a contract for substitutes that was unanimously approved  by the membership, and structured in way that was 
of minimal cost to the district. It was a great learning experience for me, and it was of great satisfaction to me to deliver a contract 
that was both fair to the needs of the district while addressing some of the issues pertaining to substitute teachers.  
 
 After retirement I also worked for three years as a consultant to the New York City schools, doing professional development 
and evaluation of underperforming teachers in inner city schools. It was quite challenging and rewarding, and reinforced my 
appreciation of working and raising children in a community like Great Neck.  
 
 In addition to teaching, I enjoy writing, and have been published in a number periodicals and newspapers, including essays 
in Newsweek Magazine, the New York Times, Newsday, and Writer’s Digest. I’ve done educational writing as well, with an article in 
Learning Magazine, and over a dozen study and curriculum guides published by Learning Links, Inc., an educational publisher. 
 
 With over three decades working in Great Neck, and as a parent and resident of the community, I welcome the opportunity 
to serve on the Board of Education. While the Great Neck schools have, deservedly, maintained a reputation for excellence, I see 
many challenges ahead in a rapidly evolving educational and political environment. I hope you will give me that opportunity to 
serve. 
 

  
  
 


